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The article discusses the pragmatic features of inversion in the modern English 
language. 
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In the first half of the 20th century, it became necessary to study pragmatic syn-

tax and inversion as a new perspective in the study of syntactic phenomena [5]. 
There was a need to supplement the constructively oriented traditional syntax 

with a new perspective in the study of syntactic phenomena, which opens with an ap-
peal in the syntactic study to what is a social purpose of the language, namely, the use 
of sentences in speech activity. The corresponding direction of the syntactic theory can 
be called a pragmatic syntax, based on the fact that it is in linguistic pragmatics that the 
focus between linguistic researches is the relationship between language units and 
those who use them, as well as the conditions for the implementation of language units, 
ie components of speech activity [2]. 

This topic is of great interest from the point of view of pragmatic use and the 
study of various features of inversion in the English language. The pragmatic features 
of inversion in the English language are an area of little-studied, but relevant to the re-
alization of the emotional-expressive component of communication. Actualization of 
the sentence and expression intersect in the plane of pragmatics as a semantically and 
communicatively significant category, because here the talking subject with all its in-
tentions comes to the fore. The existing close connection between the subjective type 
of actualization and the emotionally expressive component of communication has 
never been in doubt among linguists, but this topic remains practically unexplored. 
Analysis of the inverted sentences shows that the emotional-expressive component of 
communication is expressed with the help of inversion. 

Pragmatics (from the Greek. Πρᾶγμα, genus n. Πρᾶγματος - business, action) is a 
field of research in semiotics and linguistics, which studies the functioning of language 
signs in speech. The term "pragmatics" was introduced in the late 30s. Twentieth cen-
tury. W.W. Morris as the name of one of the sections of semiotics, which he divided into 
semantics, studying the relationship of signs to objects, syntactics - the section on inter-
character relations and pragmatics, exploring the relationship to signs of speakers. 

Pragmatics - practical utility that satisfies the subjective interests of the individ-
ual [5]. 

Linguistic pragmatics studies the conditions for the use of language by commu-
nicants in acts of verbal communication. Specifically, these conditions include the com-
municative goals of the interlocutors, the time and place of the speech act, the level of 
knowledge of the communicants, their social status, psychological and biological char-
acteristics, rules and conventions of speech behavior adopted in a particular society, 
etc. In the process of speech communication, communicators use one or another code 
(the language, according to F. de Saussure), as well as, if necessary, other sign systems, 
including paralinguistic. The conditions of language use are often divided into context 
(linguistic conditions), constitution (extralinguistic conditions) and co-empire (the 
level of linguistic and encyclopedic knowledge of communicants). However, all these 
conditions are often referred to as a single term “context”, into which, thus, a variety of 
contents is embedded [3]. Naturally, pragmatics should take into account the influence 
that such a context has on the language means used in the process of communication. 
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Language is the most important means of communication, but even when we talk 
to each other (verbal communication), we accompany our speech with gestures, pos-
tures, facial expressions (non-verbal communication). With non-verbal communica-
tion, we often focus on a particular phrase, on a particular message. Inversion works 
like this, it sort of highlights, puts in the first place, brings forward more meaningful, 
something that I want to emphasize, on which we stress. That is, often an inversion con-
veys our emotion or mood [1]. 

Prose written speech has the same patterns of word order in all functional styles. 
Artistic speech is characterized by the presence of not only neutral, but also expressive 
utterances. 

In prose, inversion often gives a special rhythmic sound to the sentence. How-
ever, in contrast to the poetic works, in prose, not rhythm causes inversion, but inver-
sion, motivated by the purpose of the utterance, can give rhythm to the sentence. 

So, in the following sentence, the prediction Lofty me at the beginning caused a 
stronger stress on the verb-linking, giving the whole utterance a certain rhythmic pat-
tern: 

If you are looking at them, you can find out how to wear them. [6]. 
The inversion functions in the following example are interesting: 
Bright, caring, luscious and lasting the liveries looked [12]. 
The pragmatic context differs from linguistic in that it serves for its semantic 

complication and the fulfillment of its specific pragmatic function. 
It was a bright thing to go through the sand. His wife looked at his face. His eyes 

were too bright. Cheek was a track of wetness. She took his hand and hold it tight. If 
you’re going to come back. Wouldn't it be nice? ” [12]. 

Inversion has not only semantics (relation to what is designated) and syntactic 
(relation to other members of a sentence), but also pragmatics (relation to the speaker). 
In the course of our research, we found out that different types of inversions can pro-
duce a certain impression on people (positive, negative or neutral), have some kind of 
impact on them, cause a particular reaction. The ability to exert a certain pragmatic ef-
fect on the reader or listener or otherwise - not every statement has a communicative 
effect. 

There are various ways to construct a sentence. Among them a special place is 
occupied by inversion as one of the options for a conscious violation of the structure of 
the sentence. Inversion as a way of expression can be used to achieve a communicative 
intention. At the same time, different types of inversion can occur in the sentence, each 
of which is used to solve certain communicative tasks. 
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